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WATER RESOURCES, STATISTICS FOR WATER USE 

335. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage 

With regard to the water resources in this State - 

(1) What is the total estimated annual - 
(a) scheme water; 
(b) groundwater; and 
(c) other water, 

use in Western Australia? 

(2) What is the estimated water use of the mining and resource industry in Western Australia and what 
proportion of this water is from - 
(a) scheme water; 
(b) groundwater; and 
(c) other water use? 

(3) What is the breakdown of water use by regions in Western Australia and of this, what are the 
proportions of - 
(a) scheme water; 
(b) groundwater; and 
(c) other water use? 

(4) How much land in Western Australia is under irrigation and how much water is estimated to be used 
annually in irrigation by region? 

(5) What is the total annual domestic water use for the Perth Metropolitan area and of this how much is 
estimated to be used by domestic bores? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

(1) (a) public water supply scheme is approximately 375 gigalitres (Perth approximately 260 
gigalitres) and is sourced from both groundwater and surface water; 

(b) total groundwater is approximately 1,100 gigalitres; 

(c) total surface water is approximately 600 gigalitres. 

NB:  One gigalitre is equal to one thousand million litres. 

(2) The estimated annual mining and resource industry water use in Western Australia is about 400 
gigalitres: 

(a) Scheme water represents 5% of the total water for the mining industry and of this 50% is 
derived from groundwater sources and 50% from surface water sources on average. 

(b) The remaining 95% of the total water used by the mining industry is derived from private 
groundwater abstraction. 

(c) NA. 

(3) Perth - Total water supply is 540 gigalitres.  

a)  Scheme water is made of 25% groundwater and 23% surface water of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 414 gigalitres or 76% of the total and this includes 25% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  Miscellaneous river pumping accounts for approximately 1%. 

Moore - Total water supply is 100 gigalitres  

a)  Scheme water is made of 5% groundwater of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 90 gigalitres or 90% of the total and this includes 5% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  Miscellaneous river pumping accounts for approximately 10%. 
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Great Southern, Southwest and Wheatbelt - Total water supply is 410 gigalitres  

a)  Scheme water is made of 5% groundwater and 5% of surface water of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 164 gigalitres or 40% of the total and this includes 5% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  Miscellaneous river pumper account for approximately 55%. 

Goldfields and Murchison - Total water supply is 200 gigalitres  

a)  Scheme water is made of 10% groundwater of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 200 gigalitres or 100% of the total and this includes 10% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  NA. 

Greenough and Gascoyne - Total water supply is 90 gigalitres  

a)  Scheme water is made of 20% groundwater of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 90 gigalitres or 100% of the total and this includes 20% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  NA. 

Pilbara - Total water supply is 100 gigalitres  

a)  Scheme water is made of 15% groundwater and 15% surface water of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 85 gigalitres or 85% of the total and this includes 15% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  NA. 

Kimberley - Total water supply is 300 gigalitres  

a)  Scheme water is made of 5% groundwater and 25% surface water of the total. 

b)  Groundwater accounts for 30 gigalitres or 10% of the total and this includes 5% supplied to 
scheme. 

c)  Miscellaneous river pumping accounts for approximately 65%. 

(4) In Western Australia about 30,000 hectares is under irrigation and about 700 gigalitres per year of water 
is used by irrigation.  The annual irrigation water use by region is: 

Kimberley - 260 gigalitres 
Great Southern, Southwest and Wheatbelt - 220 gigalitres 
Moore - 105 gigalitres 
Perth - 100 gigalitres 
Greenough and Gascoyne - 15 gigalitres 
Goldfields and Murchison - less than one gigalitre 
Pilbara - less than one gigalitre 

(5) The total annual domestic water use for the Perth Metropolitan area is approximately 290 gigalitres and, 
of this, approximately 104 gigalitres is from domestic bores.  

__________ 
 


